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DETAILED ACTION 

• This action is responsive to the following communication: Response to election/restriction 
requirement filed on 1/1 1/08. 

• Claims 1-58 are currently pending, wherein claims 1-22 are elected for prosecution, wherein 
claims 23-58 are withdrawn from further consideration due to non-elected species. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 12/16/03 is in compliance with the 
provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information disclosure statement is being 
considered by the examiner. 

Election/Restrictions 

Claims 23-58 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 1.142(b), as being 
drawn to a nonelected species, there being no allowable generic or linking claim. Applicant 
timely traversed the restriction (election) requirement in the reply filed on 1/1 1/08. 
Applicant's election with traverse of species II (claims 1-22) in the reply filed on 1/11/08 is 
acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that species I-V are not distinct. This is not 
found persuasive because species I-V are clearly distinct from each other. For example, species I 
(claims 23-35) drawn to an image processing apparatus having, e.g., a copy function and a 
printer function, a method of displaying administration information of the image processing 
apparatus, a system of displaying the administration information (fig. 1 & 31), wherein species II 
(claims 1-22) is drawn to the method for the setting mode reaches the upper limit value, the alert 
which indicates that the process in the mode in question cannot be performed is notified to the 
user. Therefore, even if the counter does not reach the upper limit value at a time when the 
process starts, the counter then reaches the upper limit value according to the user's setting while 
the process is being performed, whereby there is a fear that the process cannot be continued. On 
one hand, it is assumed in the present embodiment that a user set a mode and a numeric value by 
which he intends to perform input and output operations. In this case, in a case where there is a 
fear that the counter exceeds the upper limit value if the process starts with the setting (i.e., the 
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set mode and numeric value) as it is, this fact is notified to the user beforehand (fig. 41). The 
requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent 
therefore, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to non- 
statutory subject matter. 

The claimed invention is a computer related invention. The Computer-Implemented Invention 
Guidelines issued by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office describe the procedures for 
examining such inventions. 

The first step is to determine whether the invention as defined by the claims falls within one of 
the three following categories of unpatentable subject matter: (1) Functional descriptive material 
such as a data structure per se or a computer program per se, (2) Non-functional descriptive 
material such as music, literary works or pure data, embodied on a computer readable medium; 
or (3) A natural phenomenon such as energy or magnetism. The invention as defined by the 
claims is not a natural phenomenon or pure data, however, it is a computer program per se, 
which does not mount/store on any computer-readable medium; therefore, these claims are 
rejected for non-statutory basis. Claim 21 is directed to a non-statutory subject matter (computer 
program) The examiner herein recommends the applicants to amend the claim to include a 
"computer readable medium" for storing a computer program so that it compliances with 35 
U.S.C. 101. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claim 1- are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Iwase et al (US 6724492). 

Regarding claim 1, Iwase discloses an image processing apparatus (digital copier 1, fig. 
1) comprising: 

• read means (scanner section 11, fig. 2) for scanning an original and reading image data from 
the scanned original; 

• image formation means (printer section 12, fig. 2) for forming an image on a recording 
medium based on the read image data; 

• communication means (network I/F 17, fig. 2) for transmitting and receiving image data 
through a predetermined communication medium; 

• storage means (HDD 16, fig. 2) for storing the image data read by said read means or the 
image data received by said communication means; 

• user administration means (user management means, fig. 7) for administrating a user by an ID 
(user identification, fig. 7) capable of specifying the user; 

• first setting means (control panel 20, fig. 2) for setting any of plural image processing modes 
(plurality of modes, fig. 12 and fig. 14), 

• control means (CPU 13, fig. 2) for performing control to perform an image input process and 
an image output process (images processes, fig. 14-18) according to the image processing mode 
set by said first setting means; 

• number administration means {control panel 20, fig. 2) for classifying the image input process 
and the image output process performed by said control means into plural forms (classifying 
input and output parameters into plurality of settings forms that enable users/operators to 
select the print settings, for example, density, number of copies, and etc can be selected via 
using the control panel as shown in figs. 12-19), and administrating, with respect to each ID 
(classifying print jobs into plurality of modes with respect to user's ID, fig. 23), image amounts 
(fig. 17) processed respectively in said plural forms as plural kinds of number information 
respectively; 
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• second setting means (keypad 249 and "increase, decrease icon", figs. 14-19) for respectively 
setting upper limit values (e.g. high limit value, figs. 14-19, col. 12, lines 54-61) of said plural 
kinds of number information, with respect to each ID; and 

• display means (display input 20a, fig. 2 & fig. 14) for selecting any of said plural kinds of 
number information (e.g. density, number of copies, and etc, figs. 14-19), and displaying said 
selected number information and information based on the upper limit value (print settings has a 
upper limit value and lower limit value, e.g., fig. 18, col. 12, lines 54-61) of said selected 
number information on an operation unit. 

Regarding claim 2, Iwase further teaches an apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said 
display means selects (selects via control panel display, figs. 12-19), from among said plural 
kinds of number information, the number information that the remaining number is necessary for 
said image processing mode, and displays said selected number information and the information 
based on the upper limit value (e.g. upper limit value of density, fig. 18) of said selected number 
information on the operation unit. 

Regarding claim 3, Iwase further teaches an apparatus according to claim 2, wherein said 
display means selects, from among said plural kinds of number information, the number 
information that the remaining number (figs. 17-18) is necessary for said image processing mode 
and that is closest to the upper limit value, and displays said selected number information and the 
information based on the upper limit value of said selected number information on the operation 
unit. 

Regarding claim 4, Iwase further teaches an apparatus according to claim 2, wherein, in a 
case where there are the plural kinds of number information that the remaining number (figs. 17- 
1 8) is necessary for said image processing mode, said display means displays the plural kinds of 
number information that the remaining number is necessary on the operation unit. 

Regarding claim 5, Iwase further teaches an apparatus according to claim 4, wherein, in a 
case where there are the plural kinds of number information that the remaining number is 
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necessary for said image processing mode and the number of the information exceeds the 
number capable of being actually displayed on the operation unit, said display means displays 
the plural kinds of number information in order of closer (using the increase and decrease icon or 
keypad to adjust the limit, figs. 17-18) to the upper limit value by the number capable of being 
displayed. 

Regarding claim 6, Iwase further teaches an apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said 
number administration means classifies the image input process and the image output process 
performed by said control means into the plural forms including distinction of a black-and-white 
mode and a color mode (ref. 245, fig. 14), and administrates, with respect to each ID, the image 
amounts processed respectively in said plural forms as the plural kinds of number information 
respectively. 

Regarding claim 7, Iwase further teaches an apparatus according to claim 6, wherein, in a 
case where an undecided image processing mode that it is not decided whether the image input 
process and the image output process are performed in the black-and-white mode or the color 
mode is set (print modes, figs. 12-18), said display means selects and displays, from the number 
information in the black-and-white mode and the number information in the color mode that the 
remaining number is necessary for said image processing mode, the number information close to 
the upper limit value. 

Regarding claim 8, Iwase further teaches an apparatus according to claim 6, wherein, in a 
case where an undecided image processing mode (processing modes, figs. 12-18) that it is not 
decided whether the image input process and the image output process are performed in the 
black-and-white mode or the color mode is set, said display means displays, at a time when the 
black-and-white mode or the color mode is decided, the number information according to the 
decided mode (selected mode, fig. 14). 

Regarding claim 9, Iwase further teaches an apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said 
display means selects the number information closest to the upper limit value from among the 
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plural kinds of number information that do not reach the upper limit value, and displays said 
selected number information (using the increase and decrease icon or keypad to adjust the limit, 
figs. 17-18) and the information based on the upper limit value of said selected number 
information on the operation unit. 

Regarding claim 10, Iwase further teaches an apparatus according to claim 6, wherein 
said number information and the information based on the upper limit value of said number 
information displayed on the operation unit by said display means include the number 
information, the upper limit value, and a value obtained by subtracting the number information 
from the upper limit value (ref. 25 1 and 252, fig. 14). 

Regarding claim 11, Iwase further teaches an apparatus according to claim 6, wherein 
said plural kinds of number information include original number information concerning the 
number of originals (pages, fig. 23) read by said read means, output number information 
concerning the number of images output (pages to be printed, fig. 23) by said image formation 
means, output number information concerning the number of images output by said image 
formation means based on the image data received by said communication means through the 
predetermined communication medium, and image number information concerning the number 
of images transmitted by said communication means through the predetermined communication 
medium. 

Regarding claim 12, Iwase further teaches an apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
said number administration means counts up (outputted pages, fig. 23) the image number 
information transmitted by said communication means through the predetermined 
communication medium, according to a transmission data amount. 

Regarding claim 13, Iwase further teaches an apparatus according to claim 12, wherein 
said number administration means counts up (outputted pages, fig. 23) the number of images 
transmitted by said communication means through the predetermined communication medium, 
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equally to a value obtained by dividing an integrated value of the transmission data amounts by a 
predetermined image amount. 

Regarding claim 14, Iwase further teaches an apparatus according to claim 13, further 
comprising third setting means (number of copies, fig. 17) for setting the predetermined image 
data amount. 

Regarding claim 15, Iwase further teaches an apparatus according to claim 1, further 
comprising first notification means, in a case where, in a state that any of the number information 
has reached its upper limit value, the user intends to perform a process according to the image 
processing mode that the remaining number is necessary to said number information, for 
notifying the user that the process cannot be performed (error message, col. 13, lines 35-46). 

Regarding claim 16, Iwase further teaches an apparatus according to claim 15, wherein, 
even in the state that any of the number information has reached its upper limit value, a process 
according to the image processing mode that the remaining number is unnecessary can be 
performed to said number information (printing process will be stopped once the predetermined 
amount has reached, fig. 23). 

Regarding claim 17, Iwase an apparatus according to claim 15, further comprising: fourth 
setting means for setting a numeric value (keypad, fig. 12-18) for the image processing mode set 
by said first setting means; and second notification means for calculating a minimum value of the 
number of images which would be processed based on the image processing mode and the 
numeric value set by said fourth setting means, comparing the calculated minimum value with 
the number information specified according to the image processing mode, and, in a case where 
the number information exceeds the upper limit value if the process starts in the setting 
maintained as it is, notifying the user that the specified number information exceeds the upper 
limit value (inherently, it is impossible to set value higher the upper limit value). 
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Regarding claim 18, Iwase further teaches an apparatus according to claim 17, further 
comprising selection means, in a case where it is notified by said second notification means (figs. 
12-18) that the specified number information exceeds the upper limit value, for selecting whether 
to start the process in the setting maintained as it is or change the setting. 

Regarding claim 19, Iwase further teaches an apparatus according to claim 18, further 
comprising fifth setting means for setting said second notification means to be available or 
unavailable (notifying via control panel, figs. 12-18). 

Regarding claims to independent claims 20-22 which recite limitations that are similar 
and in the same scope of invention as to those in claims 1 above; therefore, claims 20-22 are 
rejected for the same rejection rationale/basis as described in claim 1 . 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to THIERRY L. PHAM whose telephone number is (571)272-7439. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (9:30 AM - 6:00 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K. Moore can be reached on (571)272-7437. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
Thierry L. Pham 

/Edward L. Coles/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2625 



